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SUBJECT: FRG FOREIGN MINISTRY THINKING ABOUT FUTURE 
NEGOTIATIONS ON BERLIN 

REF: BONN 11061 

BEGIN SUMMARY. FRG FOREIGN MINISTRY PLANNING DIRECTOR 
KLAUS BLECH HAS ALSO TOLD US THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
PLANS BERLIN-RELATED TALKS WITH THE SOVIETS AFTER 
THE GERMAN ELECTIONS. END SUMMARY 

1 . BLECH TOLD THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR THAT THE 
RUSSIANS KEPT STRESSING TO THE GERMANS HOW THEY 
(THE RUSSIANS) WANTED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC. AT THE SAME TIME, THE RUSSIANS 
DEMONSTRATED GREAT SENSITIVITY REGARDING THE QUESTION 
OF BERLIN. 

2. BLECH SAID THE FOREIGN MINISTRY BELIEVED THAT 
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THE RUSSIAN INTEREST IN IMPROVED RELATIONS COULD BE 
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USED TO FURTHER FRG-BERLIN TIES. HE SAID THIS NEED 
NOT BE DONE THROUGH FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS. THE FRG 
WAS PLANNING NO FORMAL TALKS WITH THE SOVIET UNION 
EXCEPT ON THE THREE OUTSTANDING AGREEMENTS. HOWEVER, 
THERE COULD BE A LOT OF INFORMAL CONTACTS WHICH WOULD 
LEAD TO COORDINATED ACTIONS THAT COULD HELP BERLIN. 

3. BLECH RECOUNTED A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH A SENIOR 
SOVIET OFFICIAL HERE (NOT AT THE EMBASSY) DURING 
WHICH BLECH HAD TOLD THE RUSSIAN THAT GERMAN OFFICES 
IN WEST BERLIN WERE NOT SUBJECT TO RUSSIAN CHALLENGE 
BECAUSE THEY HAD BEEN SANCTIONED BY THE WESTERN ALLIES 
WHO HAD SUPREME AUTHORITY IN THE WESTERN SECTORS. 

BLECH SUGGESTED THAT THE RUSSIAN HAD BEEN UNABLE TO 
FORMULATE A PERSUASIVE COUNTER. 

4. COMMENT: BLECH'S CONFIRMATION OF GERMAN INTENT 
TO TALK TO THE RUSSIANS ABOUT BERLIN INDICATES THAT 
THIS IS NOT JUST VAN WELL'S IDEA BUT THAT THE NOTION 
HAS CONSIDERABLE STANDING. WE WILL TRY TO LEARN MORE 
DETAILS AS THE TIME DRAWS CLOSER. 

5. ONE NOTEWORTHY POINT IS BLECH'S INSISTENCE TO THE 
RUSSIAN THAT THE SOVIETS COULD NOT CHALLENGE ANYTHING 
THAT THE WESTERN ALLIES WISHED TO DO IN WEST BERLIN. 

THIS RECALLS THE POSITION THAT THE GERMANS TOOK IN 
THEIR EARLY DRAFT REPLIES TO THE RECENT RUSSIAN STATE- 
MENT, TO WIT, THAT TRIPARTITE AUTHORITY IN THE WESTERN 
SECTORS WAS SUPREME WITHOUT REFERENCE TO QUADRIPARTITE 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. WE DOUBT THAT THIS 
REFLECTS A COHERENT NEW GERMAN LEGAL DOCTRINE REGARDING 
BERLIN'S STATUS. HOWEVER, IF THIS PARALLELISM IS NOT 
PURELY COINCIDENTAL, IT SUGGESTS THAT THE GERMANS ARE 

AT LEAST NOW MOVING TOWARD FAR GREATER STRESS ON DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN WEST BERLIN WITH LESS CONCERN FOR ALLIED 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN EAST BERLIN. WE WILL 
HAVE TO AWAIT FURTHER DETAILS, HOWEVER, BEFORE 
COMMENTING AUTHORITATIVELY ON THIS POINT. 

6. IT IS ALSO NOTEWORTHY THAT BLECH, UNLIKE VAN WELL, 
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DID NOT STRESS THE RUSSIAN DESIRE FOR GREATER GERMAN 
CREDITS. INSTEAD, HE APPEARED TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
RUSSIAN INTEREST IN BETTER TIES WITH THE FRG WOULD 
PROVIDE SUFFICIENT INCENTIVE FROM MOSCOW. END COMMENT. 

HIT I .F.NBR AND 
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